
                                                  New Convert Basics
                                        Written by: Bishop Sam Dougherty

     Welcome into this great Family of God.  God has given you a new Birth into His wonderful family.  
You are a new person in Christ Jesus.  This is not the end, but is only the beginning of a new life.

     You are a new babe in Christ, and now you must learn how to grow into an adult Christian.  A new 
baby learns things from day one of his birth.  You also will begin to learn things immediately.  It will 
not take you decades to grow into an adult christian.  It will be according to how easily you learn, and 
how quickly you want to grow.

     The Devil will try to fight against you walking with Jesus.  I Peter 5:8 warns us  “Your adversary the
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about seeking whom he may devour.”

     You cannot remain an infant christian.  To remain an infant is to die. There are certain things of 
which we all must be made aware of so we can grow.

11 Things a new convert must do to stay alive.

1.Prayer- Just as a baby learns to communicate with its natural parents, we also must learn to 
communicate with our heavenly Father. This is done by prayer.

When you pray speak to God as if He were there beside you, and the same way you would speak to 
your natural father.  He is interested in all of the things you face each day of your life. Your first 
attempts at praying, may seem feeble, but Your Father will understand.

Prayer is one of the most important matters in your life from now on. 
You should have a definite time each day to pray.  
Do not be casual about your prayer.  God hears earnest and sincere prayer.  
Be fervent, and learn to put God first now while you are a brand new Christian.
Some Ways to pray:

1. The Lords Prayer is an example: Enlarge upon each sentence. “My Father Hallowed be thy 
Name”.

2. 2Pray the Word: Example Psalms 23.  Use the words as a guide.  The Lord is my Shepherd. Say
Jesus You are my Shepherd.

3. 3. Enter His gates with Thanksgiving. Thank God first in your prayer.  Then  your thanks turns 
into praise.  Brag on Jesus for a while.  Admit your Faults and Sins, to Jesus.  Ask for 
forgiveness. Note: Everyone in their lifetime has to ask God to forgive them many times.

2. Fasting- Jesus gave us instructions about fasting in Matt. 6:16-18. Jesus said Fast and pray. Fasting 
is doing without food for a day.  When you fast drink water.  This is one way to Humble ones self 
before God.  When you humble yourself God will lift you up. Make sure if you fast, pray much that 
day.

3. Reading the Bible- Psalms 119:105 says “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my
path”.  The Apostle Paul told the young minister Timothy, in his letter 2 Tim 2:15
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15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth.
KJV                                     
 A good place to start is reading the Book of John.  Read it through several times until you 
become Familiar with Jesus Christ.  Then read Matthew Mark and Luke.  After this I would read in the 
Book of Psalms.
                      
 In addition to being systematic, you must also be regular.  Your church will teach you the  word of God
and your pastor  will Preach the word of God.      

4.Witnessing- Another great new thing in the life of a new Christian is witnessing.  Acts 1: 8 tells us. 
“But ye shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses.  A 
witness tells what they know.  Tell what Jesus has done for you, to friends and family. At first just tell 
what Jesus has done for you, and that the same, thing is also for them. Your pastor or Bible Study 
Teacher will help you learn more things to tell.  

5.Faithfulness- First of all be faithful to attend service at Gods house.  Coming to Gods house is one of
the most important things you can do.  

At the house of God you will receive nourishment for your Spiritual man.  You must know if you 
neglect the spiritual man, or these important things, the New person you have become will become 
weak, and perhap die. 

You must go to church every time that the doors are open. Failure to go to Gods house is like turning 
down one of your mothers home cooked meals, and starving. The new person you have become will 
starve if you lay out of church.

6. Worship: At church you must get involved, especially in worship.  Worship is what we do to express 
our love for God.  God returns you adoration with His love.
When a person worships God in Spirit and in Truth (John 4:24
4 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.
KJV)
When you truly worship God, God comes near to you and you are renewed in mind and Spirit.

You are a physical person and a spiritual person.  You must feed the Spiritual part of you, or the 
Spiritual man will die.

7. Giving of our finances-  to the cause of Christ is another way we worship God.  Jesus said in Luke 
6:38 “Give and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and 
running over shall men give into your bosom.  The way to financial good health is to give God some of 
our money.  The same measure we give , God will give back to you.

Do no be a bystander, but get involved in the church.  Do something for your Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ.
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8. Mistakes- We all make mistakes, in our relationship with the Lord.  You might mess up and even 
fall.
Don't quit.  Get up, repent and God will forgive you.  When you make a mistake, go to your heavenly 
Father in repentance, and confess the mistake.  He will restore you again. 

9. Warning- The Devil will try to make you believe that because you have made a mistake, that it is all 
over.  This of course is a lie from hell.  The devil trys to bring down every soul that gives their heart to 
Jesus.
10. Resist the Devil- The Devil is your enemy, and you must be aware of it.

Sometimes a day or so after you give your heart to Jesus, it seems like everything just goes dry.  The 
joy sometimes fades away, and you are left wondering what has happened.  What has happened is; that 
Satan has entered the scene.  Many people at this point being new, are unaware that Satan is attacking 
them.  At this point many people have thrown in the towel.

Remember when you are attacked it is between Satan and Jesus, not you.  Rest assured that Satan will 
attack you.  He will attack you from the outside perhaps with people. Inside of you he will appeal to 
you with the  lust of the eye, lust of the flesh, and the pride of life.  He can even sometimes use people 
who are very close to us, by putting things in their minds to say or do.  Sometimes those folks don't 
even know that it is the Devil. He is very sneaky.  Don't blame people, blame the Devil, and know what
is happening.                                                                                                
                                                                               
Satan will try to infiltrate your mind with evil.  We have to guard against what goes into our minds.
Romans 12:1-2, says to renew your minds.  The way to do this is to reject every evil thought. Think 
about good things, read Gods word. You must go to church and feed your mind with the good things of 
God.  Fast and pray regular, and God will help you to be a similar person like Himself.
The Word of God gives us a guide on how to think.

Here is the Guide. 
Phil 4:8
Verse 8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things 
are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good 
report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.
KJV

Fill your mind with good things, and don't allow trash to enter.

When the Devil comes around, the key to winning the battle is to be completely submitted to God.
James 4:7-8

7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.
Submission to God is the key, and it  will bring the victory.

8 Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your 
hearts, ye double minded.
By being submitted to God, you are staying in the Love of God. Satan cannot get at you thru the love of
God.
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11. Your Church and You- The Church is the group of believers who follow Jesus.  Our one church is 
not the complete body of believers.  There are millions around the world.

Respect Leadership- To work in harmony we must keep a deep respect for leadership. Your Pastor is 
watching out for you.  He is on your side.  Look at your Pastor as the one God has put in your life to 
help you.  Sometimes the devil tries to get folks to not listen to their pastor, and it usually brings hurt, 
and sometimes loss.  Your Pastor is the most important person in your life.  Love, trust and Honor him.

Be wary of the way you used to walk, and how dangerous it can be.  For instance now that God has put 
His Spirit inside of you, you cannot take Jesus into a beer joint.  If you were a drug addict, you should 
avoid getting around drugs like the plague.  Learn to love the things that Jesus loves.

There will be other things that you will learn, but learn these points well, because these things will keep
you saved and happy.
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